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Abstract
Over the first two school years under the COVID-19 pandemic, K—12 enrollment in U.S. public
schools fell dramatically (i.e., by more than 1.2 million students), with losses concentrated
among the youngest students. Currently, little is known about where these students went and
what learning environments they are experiencing. In this research note, I present leading
descriptive evidence on this question by combining public-school enrollment data with newly
collected state-level data on private-school and homeschool enrollment and Census-based
estimates of the changed size of the school-age population resident in each state. These data
indicate that, between the 2019—20 and the 2021-22 school years, homeschool and private-
school enrollment grew by 30 percent and 4 percent, respectively. Across the states with
available data, increased homeschool enrollment and population loss each explain 26 percent of
the public-school enrollment decline, and the more modest increase in private-school enrollment
explains 14 percent. Over a third of public-school enrollment loss cannot be explained by
observed changes in nonpublic-school enrollment and the school-age population. This large

residual indicates the pandemic may have shaped learning opportunities, particularly for the



youngest children, in additional ways (e.g., skipping kindergarten, unregistered homeschooling,
truancy) that merit further scrutiny.

Keywords: enrollment, COVID-19, private school, homeschooling, demographics

The pandemic has had historically unprecedented effects on the learning opportunities
available to children. But understanding the diverse character of these effects—and,
correspondingly, how to respond to them—has not been straightforward. The pandemic
complicated the comparability of many conventional education indicators (e.g., because of
changes in test-taking conditions and the population of students sitting for those tests).
Furthermore, conventional data from administrative sources (e.g., school districts) and surveys
on student experiences (e.g., social-emotional measures) are often available only after long
delays. Within this context, the leading administrative data on school enrollment have played an
important role in providing early, at-scale information on the learning disruptions students
experienced and the challenges schools and teachers faced.

What the data on public-school enrollment indicate is striking. In the first full school year
after the onset of the pandemic, K—12 public-school enrollment in the United States fell by more
than a million students. These public-school enrollment losses were particularly prominent
among students in early elementary grades and kindergarten (Goldstein & Parlapiano, 2021). The
decision many school districts made to offer remote-only instruction in fall 2020 contributed
meaningfully to this exodus from public schools (Dee et al., in press). And these enrollment
losses persisted through the 2021-22 school year. Although these declines in public-school
enrollment occurred broadly throughout the United States, they were particularly large in certain

states. (See Figure 1 and Appendix Table Al.)



But we know little about where these students went during the pandemic and what
learning environments they experienced. Official federal data on private-school enrollment and
homeschooling are not yet available beyond 2019. Furthermore, the limited information that is
available is enigmatic. In particular, more than a third of private-school enrollment is in Catholic
schools, but national data indicate that Catholic school enrollment actually fell by nearly 3
percent between fall 2019 and 2021 (Barnum, 2022). A survey fielded by the U.S. Census
Bureau does indicate that the share of students being homeschooled doubled between the spring
and fall of 2020 from 5.4 percent to 11.1 percent (Eggleston & Fields, 2021); however, whether
this initial increase in homeschooling persisted (including to the 2021-22 school year, when
most public schools were open for in-person instruction) is far from clear.

This Research Note provides new evidence based on unique state-level data collected in
collaboration with data journalists (Toness & Lurye, 2023). This collaborative collected and
organized the most recently available versions of three distinct types of data along with the
available data on public-school enrollment: (1) estimates of the school-age population in each
state; (2) data on K—12 private-school enrollment from 33 states and Washington, DC; and (3)
data on homeschooling for 21 states and Washington, DC. The population estimates and public-
school enrollment data are based on federal sources (i.e., the U.S. Census Bureau and the
National Center for Education Statistics). The data on private-school and homeschool enrollment
were collected and examined through a combination of canvassing publicly available websites,
contacting state officials, and filing formal data requests.

Across the states with available data, increased homeschool enrollment and population
loss each explain 26 percent of the public-school enrollment decline, and the more modest

increase in private-school enrollment explains 15 percent. Roughly a third of public-school



enrollment loss cannot be explained by observed changes in nonpublic-school enrollment and the
school-age population. This indicates the pandemic may have shaped learning opportunities,
particularly for the youngest children, in additional ways (e.g., skipping kindergarten,
unregistered homeschooling, and truancy) that merit further scrutiny.

Private-School Enrollment

We identified annual K—12 private-school enrollment counts in 33 states (and
Washington, DC) through the 2021-22 school year. These states (Appendix Table A1) cover a
large and reasonably representative part of the nation. Specifically, at the onset of the pandemic,
nearly 80 percent of U.S. schoolchildren resided in these states. The public-school enrollment
declines across these states during the pandemic (i.e., roughly 2.5 percent) are similar to those in
the states where private-school enrollment data were unavailable.

Overall, these data indicate that, between fall 2019 and fall 2021, private-school
enrollment increased by 4.3 percent. But these changes varied considerably by state (Appendix
Table Al); Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas, and Washington saw growth
exceeding 14 percent, whereas several other states experienced declining private-school
enrollment. In 27 of these states, it is possible to identify the pandemic-related change in private-
school enrollment by grade. Figure 2 illustrates these grade-specific changes from fall 2019 to
fall 2021. Unsurprisingly, the growth in private-school enrollment was particularly large in
kindergarten and early elementary grades, a pattern consistent with the pattern of grade-specific
declines in public-school enrollment. In particular, the large growth in 2021-22 private-school
enrollment in first grade is consistent with the hypothesis that some of the many families who
avoided public kindergarten in 202021 instead chose private schools and remained with that

choice.



The comparative magnitudes of the enrollment changes across public and private sectors
merit emphasis. In the 33 states (and Washington, DC) with available data, private-school
enrollment increased by more than 142,000 students during the pandemic (Appendix Table Al).
But over the same locations and time period, public-school enrollment fell by nearly 7 times this
amount (i.e., by more than 959,000 students). These comparative changes indicate that the
growth in private-school enrollment during the pandemic explains roughly 15 percent (i.e.,
142,000 / 959,000) of the corresponding decline in public-school enrollment.

Homeschool Enrollment

The effort to collect state-level data on annual homeschool enrollment focused only on
states that required homeschooling to be reported and where complete homeschool enrollment
data could be acquired, resulting in information from 21 states and Washington, DC (Appendix
Table A2). Notably, these places include just over half the school-age population at the onset of
the pandemic. These states also appear representative in that, over the first two full school years
under the pandemic, they experienced public-school enrollment declines (i.e., 2.9 percent)
similar to the nationwide decline (Appendix Table A2).

Overall, these data indicate that between the 2019-20 and the 2021-22 school years,
homeschool enrollment increased by 30 percent. Notably, this dramatic increase reflects
enrollment during the second full school year under the pandemic, when most schools returned
to in-person instruction. These data indicate that the early homeschooling increase documented
by a U.S. Census Bureau survey (Eggleston & Fields, 2021) persisted into the 2021-22 school
year. The magnitudes of the percentage increases in homeschooling enrollment varied
considerably across states; every state with available data saw increased homeschool enrollment

during the pandemic. The smallest occurred in North Carolina, where homeschool enrollment



grew by 8 percent. A diverse set of states saw particularly large increases, including Florida (43
percent), New York (65 percent), and Pennsylvania (53 percent).

The sustained increase in homeschool enrollment during the pandemic is also large in
absolute terms and not simply as a large percentage increase relative to its low pre-pandemic
base. To put this in perspective, in the 22 locations with homeschool data, K—12 public-school
enrollment fell by 704,593 students while private-school enrollment increased by 102,847
students (Appendix Table A2). The corresponding increase in homeschool enrollment was
184,047 students. In other words, increased private-school enrollment accounts for 15 percent of
the decline in public-school enrollment, but increased homeschooling accounts for 26 percent.
Stated differently, for every one-student increase in private schooling during the pandemic,
homeschooling increased by nearly two students.

The School-Age Population

Another potentially important source of variation in student enrollment involves changes
in the population of school-age children. Between 2020 and 2021, the United States experienced
historically low growth in the overall population (0.1 percent), a pattern attributed to reductions
in net international migration and births and increased mortality from the COVID-19 pandemic
(U.S. Census Bureau, 2021). During this slowdown, a large amount of domestic migration also
contributed to substantial differences in the location of the U.S. population; states such as Florida
and Texas gained large numbers of residents, and California, New York, and Illinois lost
residents.

To understand the potential implications of these demographic changes for school-
enrollment patterns, I constructed age- and state-specific population estimates from the U.S.

Census Bureau (i.e., the “Vintage 2021”) estimates to identify the school-age population in each



state at the beginning of the pandemic (measured on April 1, 2020) and on July 1, 2021 (just

before the 2021-22 school year). Specifically, following the reporting practice of the National
Center for Education Statistics, I defined the school-age population as the resident population
ages 5 to 17. Notably, these population estimates align with the 2019-20 and 2021-22 school
years, but not exactly, because state enrollment data are typically defined as of early October.

The national population estimates indicate that, during the pandemic, the school-age
population in the United States fell by more than 250,000 (Appendix Table A3), or nearly 16,900
per month on average. Some of this national demographic change is among students who never
attended public schools. Nonetheless, the magnitude of this population loss—roughly 21 percent
of the corresponding decline in public-school enrollment nationally—suggests that overall
demographic change contributed meaningfully to public-school enrollment losses.!

The location of the school-age population also shifted, with the pattern of states gaining
and losing children matching the dramatic changes in the locations of the total population (Figure
3). The demographic changes in the size of the school-age population in each state also appear to
contribute meaningfully to the corresponding changes in public-school enrollment.? For example,
between the 2019-20 and the 2021-22 school years, K—12 public-school enrollment in New
York fell by 5 percent (Appendix Table Al). But over roughly the same period, the school-age
population in the state fell by nearly 2 percent, which suggests that in New York, as much as 40
percent of the decline in public-school enrollment is attributable to underlying demographic

change. These patterns suggest that broad factors shaping location decisions during the pandemic

" As noted above, the available data imply that this comparison is based on a 24-month enrollment change and a 15-
month population change. However, a simple extrapolation of the national decline in the estimated school-age
population to cover the 24-month period further underscores the contributions of demographic change. Specifically, it
implies that the school-age population fell by just over 400,000 over the 2-year period (i.e., approximately a third of
the public-school enroliment decline).

2 A scatterplot of the percentage change in public-school enroliment during the pandemic as a function of the change
in the resident school-age population shows a statistically significant one-to-one relationship. See Dee (2022).



(e.g., the persistence of work-from-home arrangements and rising housing costs) contributed to
the changes in public-school enrollment. An ancillary analysis shows that the percent declines in
the school-age population—both nationally and in states with the largest losses—are larger
among younger children (i.e., those aged 5 to 11). Because such demographic changes are likely
to be durable, districts that lost enrollment due to such factors are unlikely to see their enrollment
rebound substantially.
Putting It All Together

Data from the 21 states (and Washington, DC) for which data on all pandemic-related K—
12 enrollment changes—public, private, and homeschool—are available reveal two primary
explanations to the question of where the students of the pandemic exodus from public schools
went (Table 1). One explanation is reflected in the sharp growth in homeschooling (and, to a
lesser extent, private schooling) that was sustained into the 2021-22 school year. Specifically,
the growth in homeschool enrollment is equivalent to 26 percent of the corresponding decline in
public-school enrollment, while the contribution of increased private-school enrollment is
smaller (i.e., 15 percent). The second explanation is the decline in the resident school-age
population, which is also equivalent to 26 percent of the public-school enrollment decline over
this two-year period (Table 1). As noted previously, this calculation may understate the role of
population change because the population estimates are necessarily based on the 15-month

period with available Census data.?

3 However, a simple extrapolation of the Census data to better match the timing of the enroliment data leaves the
results qualitatively unchanged. Specifically, the national population estimates show a decline of nearly 16,900
school-age individuals per month (e.g., due to lower birth rates). And the states in our 22-jurisdiction data
encompassed roughly half the school-age children in the United States at baseline. Adding 9 additional months of
possible population decline based on these facts to the results in Table 1 implies the loss of an additional 76,050
individuals (i.e., 16,900 x 0.5 x 9). This imputation would imply that population loss explains just over 36 percent,
rather than 26 percent, of the public-school enroliment loss.



The important role of demographic change suggests that some of the enrollment loss
public schools experienced is likely to endure. The sharp and sustained growth in homeschooling
documented here also raises policy-relevant questions. In particular, the quality of the
homeschool education children have received since the onset of the pandemic is an open
question and an important one, given that this large-scale shift to homeschooling occurred
unexpectedly and under some duress. These enrollment data cannot speak directly to the detailed
character of the sharp increase in homeschooling. However, these measures do suggest indirectly
that the newly homeschooled during the pandemic were distinctive. Specifically, the state-level
percent growth in homeschooling during the pandemic is positively correlated with both the
percent of adults who have a bachelor’s degree and the percent who voted for President Biden in
2020 (correlation coefficients = 0.8). These correlations are also consistent with the evidence that
providing remote-only instruction during the pandemic encouraged parents to seek schooling
alternatives (Dee et al., in press).

A third important implication of these new data concerns the amount of public-school
enrollment loss that cannot be attributed to observed changes in nonpublic enrollment and
demographic change. More than a third of the loss in public-school enrollment cannot be
explained by corresponding gains in private-school and homeschool enrollment and by
demographic change (Table 1). California provides a striking and illustrative example. Between
the 2019-20 and the 2021-22 school years, K—12 enrollment in California’s public schools fell
by roughly 271,000. Some of this loss can be attributed to the corresponding decline in the
state’s school-age population (i.e., nearly 96,000). Similarly, the state also saw contemporaneous

growth in private and homeschool enrollment (i.e., roughly 25,000). But these sources fail to



explain more than half the state’s public-school enrollment losses (i.e., more than 150,000
students).

Some of the unexplained loss in K—12 enrollment may simply be attributable to
measurement error (particularly in the estimates of the resident school-age population), but the
magnitude of the unexplained enrollment drop indicates that other potential causes merit further
scrutiny.* Also, extrapolating the measured population decline to better match the timing of the
enrollment data only reduces the share of the public-school enrollment decline that is
unexplained to 23 percent.

There are at least three potential explanations for these large and unexplained enrollment
losses, none of which is mutually exclusive and all of which are relevant for supporting academic
recovery from the pandemic: (1) an increase in truancy, (2) growth in the prevalence of
unregistered homeschooling (i.e., homeschool enrollment not reported to the state), and (3) an
increase in the number of young learners skipping kindergarten.

Data are not widely available on the first two possible factors. To explore the empirical
salience of kindergarten skipping, I identified states where kindergarten enrollment is and is not
required, using data from the Education Commission of the States (2020). Of the 21 states (and
Washington, DC) in Table 1, 9 require kindergarten and 13 do not. Among the nine locations
where kindergarten is required, the public-school enrollment loss unexplained by changes in
nonpublic enrollment and demographics is only 3 percent. In contrast, in the 13 states where

kindergarten is not required, the unexplained public-school enrollment loss is nearly 40 percent.

4 To explore the empirical relevance of measurement error further, | also replicated these residual calculations using
several years of prepandemic California data on school enrollment by sector and the school-age population. This
falsification exercise indicated that the public-school enroliment changes unexplained by nonpublic enrollment and
demographic changes were small.



These comparative data indirectly suggest that, in states where it is allowed, skipping
kindergarten increased meaningfully during the pandemic.

Overall, these data provide new insights that can guide ongoing efforts to understand the
educational impact of the pandemic and to address those effects. I note four examples here. First,
evidence on the role of demographic change suggests that many school districts facing fiscal and
operational challenges in the face of enrollment loss are likely to find those enrollment losses
enduring. Second, the sharp and sustained growth in homeschooling and private-school
enrollment raises new questions about the quality of the learning environments children are
experiencing. Third, the combined evidence of demographic change and increased nonpublic-
school enrollment suggests that the pandemic may have influenced the racial, ethnic, and
socioeconomic segregation of students across public schools and across the public and private
sectors. Finally, the surprisingly large amount of public-school enrollment loss unexplained by
changes in nonpublic enrollment and demographics suggests the existence of other
developmentally relevant factors (e.g., increases in kindergarten skipping, unregistered

homeschooling, and truancy) that merit further scrutiny as richer data become available.



References
Barnum, M. (2022, June 23). Catholic schools have lost students at same rate as public schools during
pandemic. Chalkbeat. https://www.chalkbeat.org/2022/6/23/23180432/catholic-school-

enrollment-pandemic

Dee, T. (2022, November 2). Public school enrollment is down by more than a million. Why? Education
Week. https://www.edweek.org/leadership/opinion-public-school-enrollment-is-down-by-more-
than-a-million-why/2022/11

Dee, T., Huffaker, E., Phillips, C., & Sagara, E. (in press). The revealed preferences for school reopening:
Evidence from public-school disenrollment. American Educational Research Journal.
https://doi.org/10.3102/00028312221140029

Education Commission of the States. (2020). State K—3 policies: Does the state require children to attend

kindergarten? https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/state-k-3-policies-06

Eggleston, C., & Fields, J. (2021, March 22). Census Bureau’s Household Pulse Survey shows significant
increase in homeschooling rates in fall 2020.
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/03/homeschooling-on-the-rise-during-covid-19-

pandemic.html

Goldstein, D., & Parlapiano, A. (2021, August 7). The kindergarten exodus. The New York Times.

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/07/us/covid-kindergarten-enrollment.html

Toness, B. V., & Lurye, S. (2023, February 9). Thousands of kids are missing from school. Where did
they go? Associated Press. https://apnews.com/article/covid-school-enrollment-missing-kids-
homeschool-b6c9017f603c00466b9¢9908c5f2183a

U.S. Census Bureau. (2021). New vintage 2021 population estimates available for the nation, states, and
Puerto Rico. https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2021/2021-population-

estimates.html.



Table 1—Enroliment changes, population changes, and residuals by State, 2019-20 to 2021-22

K-12 Enrollment Change by Sector Change in
School-Age

Public Private Homeschool Population Residual
State Q) 2 3 “4) (M+(2)+(3)-(4)
CA -270,928 9,502 14,096 —95,751 -151,579
CO -23,175 507 2,622 -10,943 -9,103
DC 470 1,113 770 1,341 1,012
DE -1,529 556 1,757 688 96
FL -18,754 22,141 45,994 23,901 25,480
GA —25,575 1,608 13,149 -1,758 -9,060
LA —25,047 -3,253 3,672 -5,562 -19,166
MA -35,293 10,840 5,288 -17,940 -1,225
MN -19,380 4,314 7,100 -2,938 -5,028
MT 615 789 1,553 2,943 14
NC —34,086 11,352 11,355 693 -12,072
ND 971 110 804 1,176 709
NE -2,018 —-697 4,313 -537 2,135
NH —6,684 1,500 1,230 -2,273 -1,681
NY -132,398 -8,269 21,401 -60,182 -59,084
PA -32,694 11,974 13,868 -15,642 8,790
RI —4,817 3,560 1,250 -2,222 2,215
SC -3,180 608 9,863 5,450 1,841
SD 1,306 -937 2,845 1,652 1,562
TN -14,043 18,862 2,247 4,388 2,678
WA -37,443 14,450 11,212 -1,167 -10,614
wi -20,911 2,217 7,758 -8,803 -2,133
Total —704,593 102,847 184,047 -183,486 —234,213

Sources: Federal and state sources identify enrollment by sector in fall 2019 and fall 2021. The change
in the school-age population is based on "Vintage 2021" estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau.



Figure 1 Percentage change in K—12 public-school enrollment, by state, 2019-20 to 2021-22.
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Figure 2 Percentage change in K—12 private school enrollment, by grade, 2019-20 to 2021-22.
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Figure 3 Percentage change in the school-age population, by state, April 2020 to July 2021

Source: Author’s calculations based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau.
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Table A1—Public and Private-School K-12 Enroliment by State, 2019-20 and 2021-22

Public Schools

Private Schools

State Fall 2019 Fall2021 % Change _ Fall2019  Fall2021 % Change
CA 6,163,001 5,892,073 -4.40 488,984 498,486 1.94
co 878,798 855,623 -2.64 34,409 34,916 1.47
cT 505,210 491,105 -2.79 48,717 46,853 -3.83
DC 76,990 77,460 0.61 15,107 16,220 7.37
DE 137,716 136,187 -1.11 15074 15,630 3.69
FL 2,792,884 2,774,130 -0.67 352,821 374,962 6.28
GA 1,719,609 1,694,034 -1.49 98,638 100,246 1.63
HI 179,331 171,600 -4.31 30,492 31,018 1.73
IA 485,856 481,250 -0.95 32,887 33,304 1.27
IN 1,030,417 1,015,440 -1.45 76,976 76,360 -0.80
KS 474,404 462,879 -2.43 26516 26346 -0.64
LA 683,454 658,407 -3.66 110,742 107,489 -2.94
MA 928,657 893,364 -3.80 61,610 72,450 17.59
MD 877,201 853,694 -2.68 95423 97,900 2.60
M 1,448,311 1,396,620 -3.57 92,426 90,976 -157
MN 867,999 848,619 -2.23 65657 69,971 6.57
MT 148,009 148,624 0.42 7,845 8,634 10.06
NC 1,536,154 1,502,068 -2.22 103,959 115,311 10.92
ND 113,056 114,027 0.86 8,353 8,463 1.32
NE 310,523 308,505 -0.65 33,725 33,028 -2.07
NH 172,779 166,095 -3.87 14,426 15926 10.40
NJ 1,343,638 1,306,871 -2.74 148,678 152,311 2.44
NV 484,890 475,855 -1.86 19,325 20,893 8.11
NY 2,615,760 2,483,362 -5.06 390,779 382,510 -2.12
OH 1,647,478 1,612,524 -212 166,189 167,395 0.73
PA 1,716,712 1,684,018 -1.90 199,227 211,201 6.01
RI 140,549 135,732 -3.43 11,167 14,727 31.88
sc 758,809 755,629 -0.42 36,703 37,311 1.66
sD 136,637 137,943 0.96 15468 14,531 -6.06
™ 981,321 967,278 -1.43 79,590 98,452 23.70
> 5,220,228 5,183,478 -0.70 235590 268,752 14.08
WA 1,107,745 1,070,302 -3.38 73,608 88,058 19.63
wi 799,062 778,151 -2.62 114,752 116,969 1.93
wv 246,803 238,404 -3.40 11,248 11,769 4.63
Subtotal 38,729,991 37,771,351 -2.48 3,317,111 3,459,368 4.29
AK 128,033 127,017 -0.79
AL 724,178 725,894 0.24
AR 479,432 473,861 -1.16
AZ 1,130,693 1,116,643 -1.24
ID 307,412 310,737 1.08
IL 1,865,886 1,797,260 -3.68
KY 659,919 631,019 -4.38
ME 174,136 167,624 -3.74
MO 876,357 858,017 -2.09
Ms 458,841 434,401 -5.33
NM 320,719 307,505 -4.12
oK 661,816 660,660 -0.17
OR 582,661 553,012 -5.09
ut 667,947 674,892 1.04
VA 1,262,591 1,218,369 -3.50
vT 78,087 76,415 -2.14
wy 94,214 92,329 -2.00
Total 49,202,913 47,997,006 -2.45

Sources: Federal Common Core of Data and state departments of education.



Table A2—Public-School, Private-School and Homeschool K-12 Enroliment by State, 2019-20 and 2021-22

Public Schools Private Schools Homeschools
State Fall 2019 Fall 2021 % Change Fall 2019  Fall 2021 % Change Fall 2019  Fall 2021 % Change
CA 6,163,001 5,892,073 —4.40 488,984 498,486 1.94 38,532 52,628 36.58
CcO 878,798 855,623 -2.64 34,409 34,916 1.47 7,880 10,502 33.27
DC 76,990 77,460 0.61 15,107 16,220 7.37 389 1,159 197.94
DE 137,716 136,187 -1.11 15,074 15,630 3.69 3,102 4,859 56.64
FL 2,792,884 2,774,130 -0.67 352,821 374,962 6.28 106,115 152,109 43.34
GA 1,719,609 1,694,034 -1.49 98,638 100,246 1.63 77,993 91,142 16.86
LA 683,454 658,407 -3.66 110,742 107,489 -2.94 31,650 35,222 11.29
MA 928,657 893,364 -3.80 61,610 72,450 17.59 7,802 13,090 67.78
MN 867,999 848,619 -2.23 65,657 69,971 6.57 20,701 27,801 34.30
MT 148,009 148,624 0.42 7,845 8,634 10.06 5,815 7,368 26.71
NC 1,536,154 1,502,068 —2.22 103,959 115,311 10.92 149,173 160,528 7.61
ND 113,056 114,027 0.86 8,353 8,463 1.32 3,443 4,247 23.35
NE 310,523 308,505 -0.65 33,725 33,028 -2.07 9,452 13,765 45.63
NH 172,779 166,095 -3.87 14,426 15,926 10.40 2,955 4,185 41.62
NY 2,615,760 2,483,362 -5.06 390,779 382,510 -2.12 33,013 54,414 64.83
PA 1,716,712 1,684,018 -1.90 199,227 211,201 6.01 25,979 39,847 53.38
RI 140,549 135,732 -3.43 11,167 14,727 31.88 1,931 3,181 64.73
SC 758,809 755,629 -0.42 36,703 37,311 1.66 20,611 30,474 47.85
SD 136,637 137,943 0.96 15,468 14,531 —6.06 5,342 8,187 53.26
TN 981,321 967,278 -1.43 79,590 98,452 23.70 11,395 13,642 19.72
WA 1,107,745 1,070,302 -3.38 73,608 88,058 19.63 20,844 32,056 53.79
wi 799,062 778,151 —2.62 114,752 116,969 1.93 21,644 29,402 35.84

Total 24,786,224 24,081,631 -2.84 2,332,644 2,435,491 4.41 605,761 789,808 30.38




Table A3—School-Age Population by State, April 2020 and July 2021

State April 2020 July 2021 Change
AK 131,674 131,245 -429
AL 829,228 830,450 1,222
AR 520,972 521,829 857
AZ 1,206,550 1,212,132 5,582
CA 6,651,237 6,555,486 -95,751
co 941,239 930,296 -10,943
CT 560,025 551,499 -8,526
DC 83,735 85,076 1,341
DE 154,105 154,793 688
FL 3,161,585 3,185,486 23,901
GA 1,892,745 1,890,987 -1,758
HI 223,882 221,614 -2,268
1A 548,756 547,320 -1,436
ID 346,899 354,702 7,803
IL 2,133,202 2,096,603 -36,599
IN 1,180,464 1,178,697 -1,767
KS 528,987 524,917 —-4,070
KY 751,415 750,791 -624
LA 803,356 797,794 -5,562
MA 1,033,151 1,015,211 -17,940
MD 1,014,819 1,008,716 -6,103
ME 190,861 189,569 -1,292
MI 1,620,161 1,605,024 -15,137
MN 983,001 980,063 -2,938
MO 1,025,708 1,024,512 -1,196
MS 521,502 515,944 -5,558
MT 173,876 176,819 2,943
NC 1,711,347 1,712,040 693
ND 133,135 134,311 1,176
NE 357,631 357,094 -537
NH 196,357 194,084 -2,273
NJ 1,517,970 1,503,933 -14,037
NM 364,172 358,213 -5,959
NV 518,880 520,671 1,791
NY 3,074,443 3,014,261 -60,182
OH 1,942,217 1,931,922 -10,295
OK 710,674 715,161 4,487
OR 653,196 648,567 -4,629
PA 2,008,297 1,992,655 -15,642
RI 157,499 155,277 -2,222
SC 828,678 834,128 5,450
SD 160,109 161,761 1,652
TN 1,133,936 1,138,324 4,388
TX 5,537,492 5,569,991 32,499
uT 707,032 710,009 2,977
VA 1,397,781 1,394,018 -3,763
VT 89,609 88,727 -882
WA 1,243,272 1,242,105 -1,167
wi 963,314 954,511 -8,803
wv 272,198 269,624 -2,574
WYy 100,287 100,133 -154
Total 54,992,661 54,739,095 -253,566

Source: Author's calculations based on U.S. Census Bureau's "Vintage
2021" estimates of the resident population aged 5 to 17.
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